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and love as are implicit in conduct and feeling, but
none that can find expression in words or concep-
tions. And though, on deeper reflection, we recover
ourselves, and go back to our dogmatic constructions,
and pray articulately as before, and regulate our
worship and actions by our formulated creed, yet it
is now with the full consciousness of the merely
"pragmatical" value of such "religion," and with a
certain sense of loss, of separation, from what we
once fancied we could hold and clasp in the forms
of the understanding. But by way of compensation
for this loss we gain a sense of reality, of experi-
mental certainty, that was lacking to our dogmatic
constructions more and more as they were further
removed from the simplicity and unsuspecting sincerity
of our earliest figurings of things divine. Like plaus-
ible, but inadequate, hypotheses they grew ever less
credible and convincing in the measure that they
were stretched and tortured into agreement with
gathering experience. The more theology, the less
faith in theology.

When, however, we turn our faith back from theo-
logy to fix it directly on that which theology but
formulates; from the reflector back to the light re-
flected ; the sense of the unreality of the former no
longer disturbs us; we can allow for distortions, re-
fractions, dispersions, for all the grotesqueries of the
shadow-pantomime. Yet if now there is this con-
soling sense of nearness, oneness, reality, possession,
there is also a tantalising evasiveness and inaccessi-
bility on the part of the possession. In th6 act by
which we attempt to think of it, speak of it, converse
with it, we make it an "object," that is, we "image"